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EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE RHYTHM OF THE CONSCIOUS AND SUB-CONSCIOUS 


In some of the older works on the psychology of mind we come across 
a problem which vexed the thinkers of a former generation to an extent , 
which made it a positive bugbear. This problem concerns the continuity 
of the individual being in tace of those definite breaks in consciousness 
which so often occur and which are due to a variety of causes. Even in 
normal sleep, there is a complete cessation of the conscious functioning of 
the mind, and the waking state brings with it the realization of a gap un- 
filled by any memory. This applies, of course to that dreamless sleep 
which is the normal lot of many persons. Whatever therefore might have 
been the experience of the soul in that shadowy region of oblivion, such 
experience, being unrelated to the waking consciousness, might as well 
be that of a totally different individual for all it can contribute to the en- 
richment of the. personal identity. And as death was regarded as a “sleep,” 
so the fear arose in the minds of certain thinkers that the after-death state 
might equally be unrelated to the consciousness of earth, and this led in the 
case of one writer to the voicing of a somewhat agonized query: “What 
profit a future life if, on the cessation of the earthly consciousness, an angel 
or a devil be born into the world to come?” It is by contrast of these older 
modes of thinking with our present intellectual status that we can best 
take the measure of our progress and see how far we have scaled the sides 


of such imaginative pitfalls as troubled our ancestors. 
* * 


It is still—and perhaps always will be—normal for the young and 
ior the physically healthy to enjoy in slumber a total cessation of all mental 
ectivity and to retain on awaking no trace whatever of any dream-con- 

‘iousness or dream-memory arising from the subliminal mind. There is a 
nse of refreshment and of well-being which carries with it no image of 
“perience. But this does not bring any sense of a lack of continuity. The 
read of life is picked up unerringly and carried on from the moment of 
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the falling asleep to that of reawakening. There is no loss of the sense of 
identity—far from it. We resume our ““Iness” as the same individual 
in spite of the lacuna. The psychological problem only arises in acuteness 
when the intellect begins to exercise its speculative functions and to demand 
an answer to a question which the waking mind alone cannot solve. 

The distinction is clear-cut in the young, the normal, and the phy- 
sically robust between the two types of consciousmess—the supraliminal 
and the subliminal. And these are largely unaware the one of the other. 
Hence it is clear that normally the conscious mind would deny the ex- 
istence of a whole range of activities of which it has not even the shadow 
of a recollection. 

But with older folk, and with those who have experienced a certain 
attrition of the natural faculties, it is quite otherwise. The distinction be 
tween the two orders of consciousness is no longer sharply defined but 
shades off imperceptibly from one to the other. Also the term “normal” 
which we used above (advisedly) to define this distinction of faculties, is 
in reality quite incorrect. It applies only to a certain stage of development 
or of evolution of the natural powers. It might be the norm of the prim- 
itive man to enjoy a dreamless sleep of purely physical renovation. It is 
certainly not the norm of the intellectually advanced to descend into a 
complete state of oblivion. On the contrary, it is probable that any census 
of dreaming would give us data leaning heavily on the side of a prepon- 
derance of the dream-faculty in man and of a sense of continuity of con- 
sciousness carried on from sleeping to waking, whether illuminated by ac- 
tual recollection or not. 

. Where this is so, the idea of a withdrawal of the consciousness into 
the subliminal (as conceived in connection with death) would no longer 
carry with it the apprehension of a loss of identity or of continuity of 
being. The great difference which exists in people’s ideas of survival and 
of the nature of the after-life may reasonably be attributed to the degree 
in which the two modes of consciousness are interwoven (or segregated, 
as the case may be) in their own interior mind. Hence we should not too 
hastily judge views which may appear to us as crude. 

Persons who are still in a stage of mental and psychical development 
in which the waking consciousness is almost wholly unrelated to the sub 
liminal—in other words, those persons in whom the awareness of the sub- 
liminal is only in an embryo stage of development—will only be able to 
conceive of the after-life in terms of the physical consciousness. The very 
words “survival” and “‘after-death” are derived from this nascent order of 
awareness. The sense of Time and Place as ruling any state of individual 
being apart from the body is, to such thinkers, a necessity of the imagina- 
tion. The prevalence of such a view is apparent throughout the whole 
history of the religious conceptions of man—and it is in connection with 
religion that the ideas of immortality chiefly appear. Such a view is equally 
rife among the uneducated spiritualists. To these, as to the orthodox re- 
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ligious, the notion of immortality is rather one of “survival in Time and 
Place” than of a continuity of consciousness apart from Time. — 

But where the subject has acquired, or is gifted with, that fusion or 
union of the two orders of awareness which enables him or her to carry 
on through sleeping and waking the continuous consciousness of both com- 
bined, there is no further excuse for entertaining the old childish notions 
of a hereafter which is in conflict with the facts of nature and always the 
target of conflicting opinions. 

To sum up, the greatest charity should be exercised mutually by the 
religionists on the one hand, both lay and clerical, who have no use for 
spiritualism and decry its phenomena as necromantic; and on the other hand, 
on the part of the spiritist and the psychical researcher who is apt to be 
impatient with those who claim not to need any sign or token, being secure 
in the faith they hold. 

For, in the last resort, is not their difference solely due to the nature 
of their respective degrees of interior development—of a fusion in the one 
case of the supraliminal and subliminal orders of awareness which makes 
“faith” normal to them without evidence; and in the other, a segregation . 
of the waking from the dream which impels the seeker for truth ever to 
search for tangible evidence of the reality of the subliminal order? 

Our evolutionary path points to an eventual working harmony be- 
tween the supraliminal and the subliminal. But this, when it comes about, 
must imply something very different from the vague and dreamy idealism 
which has been the reproach of the religious mystic. It must comprehend 
and give full scope for the practical control by the waking mind — the 
powers of intellect—of all those vast orders of reality and fact which for 
want of knowledge and practical grasp, have not yet been brought under 
the control of man, and are still, in the minds of many, the subject of doubt 
if not actual negation. 

The aged lose themselves in reminiscence—symbol of the renewed 
dominance of the subliminal over the weakened control of the waking mind. 
Yet where age brings maturity of intellect firmly knit to an intuitive realiza- 
tion of the subliminal order, there humanity finds and recognizes its right- 
ful teachers. Inspired vision coupled with intense practicality—these are 


the marks of that preordained balance which should regulate the path of 
human destiny. | 
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THE CONTINUITY OF THE PERSONAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS 


As exemplified in the “Rosemary” Script 
By Freperic H. Woop, Mus.D. 


~ Asa phrase, “Eternal Life” has many associations, most of them con- 
nected with evangelical teaching. It is significant that while it never ap- 
pears in the Old Testament, it is found 27 times in the New. There is a 
probable reason for its non-appearance in the former. The hope of im- 
mortality is not quite the same thing as a belief in survival. The latter has 
been held, in one form or another, for thousands of years, notwithstanding 
the contrary assertions of a few present-day materialists. But eternal life, 
as an article of Faith, is of comparatively recent acceptance. 

We can trace it as far back as the answer given by Jesus to the rich 
man (Mark x. 17). That answer is worth noting carefully, in the light 
of modern psychic teaching. We now know that obedience to the Law 
of Service is the best means of spiritual progress: and many people perceive 
and obey this law who are not necessarily interested in psychic matters. 
But to those who are interested in the modern developments of Psychic 
Science—and more particularly the mental aspects of mediumship—the 
points of agreement in the teaching already received, or now being received 
through many reliable mediumistic channels, are such as to warrant a wider 
view of Life than is commonly held by most people to-day. It may be that 
the time has come to face these questions and to consider these teachings 
on their merits, without either undue credulity or unreasonable scepticism. 

I propose, therefore, to approach my subject from the three stand- 
points of the Past, the Present, and the Future. In previous articles in 
Psychic Science I ventured to discuss the twin problems of Evolution and 
Reincarnation (April, 1931) Egyptian Language-Tests of “the Lady 
Nona,” a spirit-control of an English girl “Rosemary” (Oct. 1932), and 
The Science of Love (Jan., 1933). Each of these dealt, in the main, with 
my private records of the Rosemary mediumship; and in the present essay 
I shall offer further testimony from this source which appears to show that 
Life may indeed be eternal in so far as human limitations may comprehend 
that definition. No special claim is made for these records, nor is my 
knowledge of psychic matters limited to them, for I was an experienced 
student and investigator many years before I met Rosemary. The only 
claim I make is that Rosemary has not had this experience; and as far as 
possible she deliberately refrains from seeking it, or from reading psychic 
literature, in order to keep her mind uninfluenced by either. Consequently, 
much definite teaching has been written or spoken through her which has 
been contrary both to her preconceptions and mine; some of which may 
contribute a little towards a solution of the enigma we call Life. 
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Let us first consider it in relation to the Past. Much of this teaching 
can only be accepted at its face-value—being unverifiable—but the bona- 
fides of Nona herself are now in a much stronger position. She has proved 
her identity by tests as severe as any known to Psychic Science. Over 200 
examples of the old Egyptian tongue have now been spoken through Rose- 
mary (Psychic Science, Oct., 1932). These have been carefully analysed 
and translated by an expert, and shown to have an intelligent application 
to the topic under discussion at the time they were given. They are correct 
speech-idioms of the period 1380 B.C., the period claimed by Nona as the 
date of her life on Earth as one of the wives of the Pharaoh Amenhotep 
the Third. We may or may not accept her story, as also her teaching, but 
her integrity is beyond question. 

In these tests, Nona has successfully essayed the difficult proof af a 
mind independent of any telepathic contact. She met a test-question in 
Egyptian, devised by Mr. Howard Hulme (her translator) and concealed 
from the medium, with an appropriate answer—also in Egyptian—but 
entirely different from the answer he expected. She further revealed her 
Earth-name (Telika) in a series of well-thought-out sentences—also in: 
Egyptian—which made suggestion on the part of the medium quite im- 
possible. (See Psychic Science, Oct., 1932.) As a recent example of 
Nona’s appropriate answers, let me quote the last received down to date, 
on Feb. 27th, 1934, which I quoted the next day at a lecture in Man- 
chester, before I knew its meaning and before I had even posted it to Mr. 
Howard Hulme. I had complained to Nona that progress in convincing 
the world of spirit-return was very slow. She promptly answered with the 
phrase (No. 203): 

“Ah-zeek-dy-ah-lah-teh-men.” 

According to Mr. Hulme, whose subsequent analysis appears on p. 
156, this phrase means: 

“You are quickened (pushed on); restraint having given stability.” 

These three facts alone prove that Nona speaks fluently a dead lan- 
guage of which all knowledge had been lost for many centuries, until the 
discovery of the Rosetta Stone in 1799 gave scholars the clue to its redis- 
covery as a hieroglyphic tongue. 


Professor E. Bozzano, in the July (1933) La Ricerca Psichica, devoted 
a long article to Nona’s case, ““Xenoglossia nella Lingua dei Faraoni.” He 
followed this with a further article in the December (1933) issue, on 
Nona’s teaching. 

Possibly no spirit-guide has ever given more conclusive evidence of 
extended survival, since no person living can speak XVIIIth Dynasty 
Egyptian fluently, and very few can translate it at all, and only then with 
difficulty. The main significance of her achievement is that here we appear 
to have definite proof of the survival of Man for a period of over 3,000 
years. Proof of immediate survival is abundant, nowadays, and should be 
obvious to all intelligent investigators; but Nona’s case carries us much 
farther towards the possibility of immortality. 

We can account for this phenomenon in three ways: 
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1. Either Nona (Telika) is living again as “Rosemary”; or, 

2. Nona, the spirit-guide of “Rosemary,” lived in Egypt as Telika, 
3,000 years ago, and has remembered or recalled its language for a 
definite purpose during her present association with “Rosemary”; 
or, 

3. Nona, or the subconscious mind of Rosemary—it does not matter 
which—is able to make a telepathic contact with some living 
source of this dead language. 


Now after recording these Language-tests at intervals during the past 
four years, I reject Nos. 1 and 3 above, and endorse No. 2 for the follow- 
ing reasons: First, Nona states it as a fact. Secondly, she denies that she 
is Rosemary, and has often contacted me through other mediums when 
Rosemary was absent; moreover, there is abundant proof in The Rose- 
mary Records of a separate intelligence and individuality. Thirdly, I have 
already shown that the theory of telepathy fails. There is no living, col- 
loquial source of this dead language. Even if we presume it as still existent 
in the so-called Etheric Records or “Great Memory,” there are no means 
of proving this: moreover, Nona has stated emphatically that facility in 
speaking Earth’s dead languages cannot be acquired—even by disembodied 
spirits. It can only be revived as a memory of personal experience on 
Earth. It is important to remember this, if Nona is correct. There has 
been so much barren speculation in obstructionist quarters as to what 
might be possible to subconscious and discarnate minds—speculations 
which the obstructionists cannot prove—that a definite statement of limita- 
tion from an accredited spirit-guide may have weight. 


Let me now offer testimony on these matters from the Rosemary Rec- 
ords themselves. In using her medium, whether for writing or speech, 


Nona impresses her own thought, but makes full use of the medium’s cul- 
tured English: 


May 28th, 1931 (Nona writing through Rosemary's hand) :— 

“My medium has the right type of mind for this work—clear-cut as crystal. 
We do not object to her views at all.” 

F.H.W.: “Did you hear her (Rosemary) say last night that her own sub- 
conscious mind may account for all she writes?” 

Nona: “I did, and was amused! She will grow out of it. But you yourself 
know quite well that we are what we represent ourselves to be. The discrepancy 
lies not in us, but in our imperfect method of communication with your side. Never 
forget that it is just as difficult for us to contact you, as for you to contact us. 


We both need mediums.” 

Now let us give a few independent proofs of separate identity. On 
June 28th, 1930, I had a sitting with Mrs. Mason, at the British College, 
in London. As is usual in these professional sittings, my name had not been 
given to her, nor did she know me. Without any sort of prompting on 
my part, her guide, “Maisie,” at once said: 

“T see an Egyptian lady with you, tall, long sharp features, high forehead, robe 


and sandals blue, golden girdle. She is a guide to someone else, and gives the name 


“Ona, Mona, or Nona.’ She is a fine guide who was a princess in Earth-life, but 
is now of the higher spheres.” 
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This evidence of separate identity was corroborated on May 29th, 
1933, when I again visited the British College, incognito, but this time to 
sit with Miss Naomi Bacon, whose guide, “Sunbeam,” said: 

“There is a dark Egyptian lady here, a powerful guide and a beautiful in- 
fluence; a guide to a lady whose name is ‘R.’” 

Then followed instructions concerning the Rosemary sittings. “Sun- 

beam” finished with a quaint and (I fear) undeserved tribute: 
“Do you mind if I call you Mr. John? You are the perfect scribe!” 

Nona has also contacted me through other mediums, sometimes when 

Rosemary was absent and unaware that I was consulting a medium at all. 


All these contacts prove that Nona and Rosemary must be separate indi- 
viduals. 


The other point, which is concerned with the survival of memory and 
language, is rather more complex. I have questioned Nona about it many 
times. She has consistently maintained that Earth-language and memories 
can only come from within. Her first reference to this apparently psychic 
law is dated August 30th, 1930. Blind people, she said, soon lose contact 
with Earth after passing because they had no visual memory to retain of: 
it. In other cases, 

“as the visual memory passes, the memory of names and places also passes with it; 
and all becomes vague and cloudy. They say that no memory is ever entirely lost; 
that we retain all of it somewhere. But for my own part, until recently, I had 


almost lost all visual memory of my Earth-life. When you became interested, I had 
to search for these memories to bring them back—disjointed, brief, and very con- 


fused.” 
Here, I suggest, are two statements of, considerable importance con- 
cerning visual memory and the revival of Earth-memories generally, after 


they have faded. 


Later, when the language-tests began to come through, I asked Nona 
if other snirits were helning her with these. She replied: 

“No. No. It is all mv own memory for which I have sought, specially, to 
give vou tests. I need neither memory nor Earth-language now. I use neither. 
But I was able to look back—by permission and the help of my guides—into my 
own past. I do not care to look . . . and I merely get enough information to sat- 
isfy you. When this has been enough to satisfy me on your account, all will again 
sink into a forgotten past which I do not think will ever be revived.” 


On July 26th, 1933, she amplified this statement: 

“The language came back to me along with the memory: but it would have 
been possible for me to remember facts of my Earth-life, and yet remember none 
of the spoken words. Yet I did manage to remember, through special thought- 
processes, some of the language once used. It is a different and more difficult 

process. That is why it is so seldom done.” 

Now let us leave Nona’s own memories and language-tests, and dis- 
cuss another development now made public to our readers for the first time. 
It was first disclosed to me by “Maisie” (Mrs. Mason’s guide) and has 
since been confirmed and amplified by Nona through Rosemary. This new 
development is that while Nona denies that she is Rosemary, she claims 
that Rosemary was contemporary with her in Egypt, over 3,300 years ago! 
Needless to say, Rosemary herself at first utterly disbelieved it. As for 
nyself, I had always hated the doctrine of Reincarnation, and refused, like 
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Rosemary, to accept the story. A year later came the first language-tests, 
and shortly after that, obvious glimpses of ancient Egypt, described by 
Rosemary in partial-trance, and recorded by me in full detail. 

In discussing this development with an interested friend some time 
ago, I suggested that here was apparent proof of reincarnation. He re- 
plied that disclosure of it might weaken the value of Nona’s language-tests 
in the minds of our opponents. They would, he declared, immediately 
claim it as evidence that the language-tests came—not from the alleged 
Nona—but from Roszmary’s subconscious mind. 

Well, I cannot help what our opponents may claim, nor do I greatly 
care. In this inquiry nothing matters but truth, and no investigator of 
principle would desire to withhold material facts which might appear to 
controvert his own theories. If in spite of the evidence offered in this ar- 
ticle, our opponents maintain that Rosemary is Nona, and vice versa, they 
may do so: but in doing this they will have to admit both survival and re- 
incarnation. I see no logical escape from that. As a matter of fact, this 
evidence points to both, and to spirit-guidance too. But to suggest that 
such guidance as Nona’s is based on deceit and fraud is a claim too absurd 
to argue. On the other hand, it is too early to dogmatise on these matters. 
What is most needed at the present is evidence. Our private beliefs are 
our own affair. 

One debatable point, however, is whether Nona would have succeeded 
so well, had Rosemary not been presumably contemporary with her in an- 
cient Egypt. Could these unique language-tests have been put through 
any ordinary medium whose previous lives (if any) held no association 
whatever with the Nile and the period of the Pharaohs? Possibly not, and 
for reasons which others may formulate after our work is done. 

Nona’s sto:y of Rosemary’s former life in Egypt can be epitomised 
from the Records as follows: 

In one of the many raids into Syria made by the Pharaoh Amenhotep 
III (whose reign is computed as 1406-1370 B.C.) there was taken captive 
a Syrian girl named Vaula. She was of high birth, and therefore carefully 
guarded as a valuable hostage. On arrival in Egypt she attracted the atten- 
tion of Princess Telika, the Babylonian wife of the Pharaoh (now known 
to us as the Lady Nona). Telika took the Syrian girl under her protection, 
and obtained temporary security for her as one of the Temple-virgins at 
Karnak. Both women had a common bond of mutual sympathy in that 
they were aliens in Egypt; and both were ultimately drowned in the Nile 
as the result of a political intrigue in which the priests of Karnak appear 
to have played a discreditable part. These latter influenced the Pharaoh 
against them at a time when Amenhotep was in failing health towards the 
end of his reign. The priests naturally hated both Telika and Vaula for 
their sympathies with the new monotheistic faith which the next Pharaoh 
a adopted. Vaula, Nona tells us, was none other than Rosemary 

erself. 

Such, in brief, is the story Nona has told of their former association 
in ancient Egypt. From actual historic records I have been able to cor- 
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roborate those parts of Nona’s story which deal with the Pharaoh's failing 
health and the upheaval in religion, both of which occurred near the end 
of his reign. The only corroboration of Nona’s tragedy is a suggestive 
passage in one of the Tell El Amarna letters which passed between Amen- 
hotep and the King of Babylon. How far the rest of the story is true we 
cannot know, for the historic records of most of that period were destroyed 
at the end of the next reign. 

Returning now to the Rosemary mediumship, there has recently been 
a new development in the form of apparent memories of Egypt, recalled 
when in the partial-trance state by Rosemary herself. At first I thought 
them Nona’s memories, but the latter has since shown them to be recollec- 
tions of Vaula, now alleged to be living again as the English Girl, Rose- 
mary. ‘The memories occur only during the sittings. They take the form 
of mental pictures, presented in detail, and succeeding each other like the 
views on a lantern-screen, one fading out as the next is focussed in. They 
do not come to her in the normal state, nor can she afterwards recall any 
detail not given at the sitting. The phenomenon appears to be a temporary 
lifting of the veil into a far-distant past, vivid enough at the time, but clos. 


. ing down like an opaque shutter when the sitting is over. 


Here is one memory-picture of the bazaar at Thebes, described in de- 
tail by Rosemary and recorded verbatim by myself: 

“There’s a huge square market-place in this city, and at times it was filled 
with caravans from the surrounding countries. Every kind of merchandise had its 
allotted portion for display; goats, asses, camels, slaves, spices, sandal-makers, 
perfume-vendors. There were stalls where queer-looking cakes were being made, 
cooked on little iron grids, and eaten with some kind of drink in big round cups— 
pottery of some kind. 

“There are strange-looking men like fakirs, fortune-tellers, cross-legged, with 
small sticks in the sand. They are surrounded by Arabs, with pull-overs on their 
shoulders to protect them from the hot sun. 

“On the far side, facing me, is a long row of low buildings of white clay. 
The windows of the upper storeys are all closed—covered with shutters. From 
the lower storeys are jutting out cool awnings of striped material, to cover the 
passage and protect the buyers from the sun. Under these awnings, as you walk 
along, are open spaces and a low doorway, with steps leading down into a shop. 
These places have rich goods of all kinds, and there are bead-sellers, fan-makers, 
gold and silversmiths; and there is here what would correspond to a modern beauty- 
parlour. The men as well as the women painted their faces in those days—though 
not as much, of course! 

“I love being in this market-place. It’s not really safe, and of course I’m not 
alone. I love the excitement, the colours, and all the pretty things. Here’s a man 
with some dear little black and white baby-goats to sell. The sheep are bigger than 

ours, and have close curls on their wool. This city is where the Temple was I 
described some time ago. The Pharaoh had a palace, and lived here.” 


Here, unfortunately, the telephone bell rang, and broke the contact. 
Rosemary was dazed with the shock for several minutes, and the picture 
was never completed. Sufficient detail was given, however, for Egyp- 
tologists to verify later if they care to do so. 

No doubt our critics would call it “subliminal dreaming,” but there 
is too much detail—spoken rapidly and without correction—for such a 
claim to merit our serious attention. Rosemary has never been to Egypt. 


| 
D 
e 
y 
n 
1, 
it 
at 
le 
ar 
he 
or 
oh 
ry | 
4 q 
on 
or’ 


282 CONTINUITY OF THE PERSONAL CONSCIOUSNESS 


Yet on many occasions she has recalled incidents equally vivid in detail, and 
full of local colour: 


| “I am wearing sandals, studded with ornamentation, and with a thong com- 
| ing up between the first and second toes. My toenails are coloured, and I have 
! bare legs. I should know those sandals if I saw them again. From the waist down- 
wards I am wearing a pleated skirt of rather thin material, almost trans- 
| parent, with a turquoise, greeny-blue band of colour on the skirt, and a 
| beautiful broad belt which hangs from the hips rather than from the waist. There 
is a bare expanse of skin round the waist, but I wore a covering for the breasts, 
and a series of circular necklaces—not dangling, but close-fitting. My hair was 
thick, and sticking out at the sides—also what seem to be elaborate ear-rings, and 
bracelets on my arms. Build about the same as now.” 

Rosemary, who was normal at the time, said this vision came to her 
“as a result of feeling contented.” Nona added her own comment in writ- 
ing 

“Quite successful, and I was surprised how clearly she got it. It was more 
an answer to her thoughts than a direct showing. I mean I was thinking of us in 
Egypt at that time, with a picture of her in my mind at that moment.” 

Other memories of Vaula (Rosemary) could not have been impressed 
by Nona, as will be seen in those which now follow: 

“I can see a long stretch of desert, with a road winding through it. The 
Pyramids are in the distance, but—how strange!—they are not dark, but of a 
terracotta colour. The Nile too is here, but very sunken in its river-bed, with 
mud-flats here and there, very dry and hard. The atmosphere is a lovely violet- 
blue, with a golden-pink haze on the sand. There are sounds of cattle-bells in the 
distance, and borne upon an almost imperceptible breeze is the scent of almonds. 
I am dressed in a thin, blue-grey filmy garment, tight round the hips, which turns 
over and fastens in front. 1 am wearing sandals, and can feel the sand between 
the toes. My hair is black, tightly curled, and my face is a pale, clear olive shade” 
(Rosemary to-day is a brunette, with a fresh complexion.) “Now and then a large 
bird sweeps across; a thin bird with long wings and a short, raucous note ‘Ai: 
Hah.’ ” 

(The bird’s call, as imitated by Rosemary, was intensely nasal, as 
well as raucous. The first syllable was short, but the second was accented, 
and raised in pitch.) There followed a long and interesting account of 
life in the desert, modes of travelling it, and a description of head-dresses 
worn which the sand could not penetrate. Evidential touches in this pic- 
ture are found in the reference to the colour of the Pyramids, and the harsh 
call of the ibis, a bird Rosemary has never seen or heard. Nor did she 
know what I was able to tell her afterwards, that the Pyramids were in 
olden times encased in rose-coloured granite. When I told Nona of this, 
a fortnight later, she replied 

“T will tell you something even more interesting. I could not have retained 
that memory, myself. She always loved the Pyramids. They held a fascination for 
her, which may account for this deep-seated memory. But I hated the desert, ana 
never went into it if I could avoid it. I never walked anywhere if I could help it. 
I was always carried. But she had a strange freedom, and loved to gu out into 
the desert. She was a ‘fay,’ as you call it, timid, yet she loved ail sorts of excur- 
sions which were not usually ‘done.’ All classes had a steady, regulated life in 
Egypt, but she was a stranger, and never settled to Egypt’s ways.” 

If these statements of Nona’s can be accepted as evidence of separate 
personality, as well as corroborations of their story, the reader may well 
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ask why these two souls, who shared the same fate so long ago, are again 
associated in Rosemary’s present life. Is it fate, destiny, Divine guidance, 
or mere coincidence? And what is the ultimate purpose of it all? These 


are questions for which there is no present answer. WVaula’s memories are 
not always happy ones: 


“It smelt horribly down by the river that day! Will evening never come? 
I'm full of fear! Eyes, watching eyes, everywhere! Don’t go! Don’t go!” 


Here Rosemary rested her head and arms on the table, entranced, and 
sobbed bitterly. Afterwards I complained to Nona that our medium ~ 


should not be upset in this way. Nona’s reply, in writing, was illumina- 
ting: 


“It was not of my showing. It comes through the medium’s remembrance. 
You can shut down all these past memories if you wish, for your will is your own, 
Rosemary! But I do not think you will. Memories once revived are apt to come, 
back at any time, and that you will have to endure, or else deliberately close up 
the past. One cannot choose the memories one will remember, for they choose you! 
And the outstanding ones are usually the strongest.” 


Other memories of Vaula (Rosemary) are of special interest to me as 
a musician, notably the chanting of the priests in the Temple, and the songs 


of the Temple-virgins, both of which I was able to record in musical nota- 


tion, the latter along with their Egyptian words. The chants show a crude 
link with the Psalm-tones of the Church, which possibly came to Rome 
from the Temple at Jerusalem, and may have been adapted by Solomon’s 
musicians from older Egyptian ritual, like many other practices in use to 
day, such as antiphonal singing. The songs of the Temple-maidens are 
equally interesting, being cast in an ancient Mode or Scale which corre- 
sponds exactly with the ancient Egyptian arghool, or double-flute. Rose- 
mary recalled the clash of cymbals and sistrum on the third syllable of one 
of these songs and also the deep tones and method of playing a large harp 


(sabeca) which accompanied another strange melody associated with 7 
Spring-time, and the sowing of the seeds: 


Two spoken Egyptian language-tests came through with this memory. I 
give them exactly as I recorded them, phonetically, not knowing their mean- 
ing: 

(No. 186 of the series) ““Lah-keet.” 

No. 187. “Doo-nelvlahvkeet.” 


Mr. Howard Hulme (Nona’s translator) tells us that No. 186 means, 


‘a number, a time, a period”; while No. 187 is ancient Egyptian for “Ex- 
tend a number, or period.” 


The application of these translations to a musical performance will 
be obvious, especially to our musical readers. Rosemary has recalled many 
similar incidents of her presumed life in Egypt as the Syrian maid Vaula, 
but the foregoing will suffice. The sceptic who attributes them to “sub 
liminal fabrication” must also explain—if he can—the appropriate lan- 
guage-tests 186 and 187, and the correspondence between the arghool and 
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the Modal Scale of the Temple-songs. Meanwhile, I suggest they are evi 
dence of a presumed survival of Vaula, not less interesting than that of 
Nona herself. 

But the Rosemary evidence for reincarnation does not end with these 
memories of Egypt. ‘Two other lives, at least, appear to have been Rose- 
mary’s portion on Earth. One is connected, apparently, with the time of 
Nero, when Rosemary was a Christian maid and again suffered martyrdom. 
The other appears to associate her with Britain in the early part of the 
17th century, when as a Puritan girl she went overseas to New England, 
along with many other such emigrants, and died there during a terrible win 
ter’s epidemic in which a third of the little colony perished. I have no 
space here for these memories, vivid and full of detail as those of Egypt. 
There may have been yet other Earth-lives, of which Rosemary has no 
present recollection. And of course no account has yet been given of pre- 
sumed existence on “astral” or other planes during the periods intervening 
between the Earth-lives of Nona’s medium. But if reincarnation on Earth 
be accepted as a fact, a larger question is opened up by the suggested evolu- 
tion of the human race from its early beginnings to its ultimate destiny in 
the higher spheres. It is too big a story for detailed argument here. Nor 
shall I discuss the ““group-soul” theory recently put forward by the post- 
humous F. W. H. Myers, through another reliable mediumistic channel; 
except to say that Nona draws a sharp line between the merging of units 
found in the lower orders of life, and the voluntary combining of spirits— 
human and angelic—who have reached “soul-consciousness,” which Nona 
defines as “awareness of God.” She is emphatic in stating that once the 
evolving entity has reached this stage, it remains individual. It may, and 
does (says Nona) temporarily associate with other individuals for some 
special purpose, and by a process impossible to explain to us. But there 
is no loss of personality in the process, as in the lower orders. Rosemary, 
for example, is Vaula. There is no suggestion of a “group-soul” in her 
case. I give Nona’s opinion for the benefit of those who in rejecting rein- 
carnation in favour of a “group-soul” theory may be exchanging one dif- 
ficulty for another. 


At this stage I may perhaps be allowed to quote the teaching of “Yen 
San’’—one of my own guides who has frequently written through Rose- 
mary’s hand, with the permission of the Lady Nona. Let us make full al- 
lowance for the fact that Yen San was in Earth-life a Chinese scholar and 
philosopher. The impact of Oriental teaching upon Western minds is 
seldom very welcome, but I offer his words merely for the light they throw 
upon some of these very involved questions: 

“It is perfectly true that the human spirit has slowly climbed up through all 

stages of sentient being, from the most elementary forms of life extant, either 
here, or on other material Earths. They who believe that Man has progressed 
through all the stages of animal life known to us to-day—such as dog, cat, horse, 
etc., are not quite correct: for though that may be so, there are parallel conditions 
which never touch the animal forms you know. There are sub-human beings who 
live out very complete lives of their own, and whose existence is usually invisible 
and imperceptible to earthly mortals. These have been the basis of Folk-tales all 
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over your Earth, each race producing its own. The medium may have progressed 
upon these lines, but you are less easy to place. You have certainly been humans 


for a great period, or you could not have reached your present state of develop- 
ment.” 


If therefore we can accept Yen San’s teaching, along with Rosemary’s 
memories of her former lives, the inference is plain. Most of us must have 
had similar experiences in our own past lives; the memories of which lie 
stored away in the recesses of our subconscious minds. If the veil can be 
lifted in such memories as Rosemary’s, we may assume that both veil and 
memories exist for each of us. Nona once said, in reply to a question put 
to her by Dr. Nandor Fodor: 


“The stage at which a spirit realises past incarnations is the one when the 
spirit needs the memory and the knowledge of those experiences, and not before: 
but it is also the stage at which the spirit has completely overcome” (and learnt) 
“the lessons which had to be learned at such a stage.” 


Further, it will be obvious that the difference in mental and spiritual 
growth between those who are “born old”—as Yen San once called it—and 
those who are perhaps gaining human experience for the first or second 
time, is to be seen in their behaviour and general response to life’s many _ 
challenges. The “older” souls win our respect: the “younger” sometimes — 
need our patience! 

That is all I propose to offer concerning our past existence, and in 
concluding this portion of our subject, I submit that: 

1. The Language-tests of Nona (Telika): 

2. The Egyptian memories of Vaula (Rosemary); and 

3. The teachings of Yen San 
all suggest that Man has had a past existence so remote in its origin as to 
imply the possibility of Life Eternal, in the retrospective sense. 

Secondly, let us consider the introspective side, relating to our exis- 
tence in the Present. How far does our immediate consciousness represent 
the total extent of our present existence? Day and night are alternating 
periods of waking consciousness and sleeping unconsciousness. Apart 
from Sleep-travel—experienced by most people, though few are aware of 
it—there are psychic faculties in man which can apparently transcend both 
Space and Time. Undeveloped in most of us, they produce strange results 
in mediums like Rosemary. Psychometry is one of them. I have twice 
seen her hold letters from strangers in America, describe the writers in 
detail subsequently verified 13 out of 15, and 14 out of 16 tests of identity. 
Traveling Clairvoyance is another of these faculties, by which Rosemary 
has described incidents happening simultaneously 200 miles away, of which 
we were unaware before the sitting. Projection of the Astral body is an- 
other, in which Rosemary has twice manifested evidentially in my pres 
ence, at the circle of a mutual friend (Mr. C. W. W.) though absent in 
_the bodily sense. On both occasions the soi-distant Rosemary told us where 
she was, and what she was doing at the moment of contact; both state 
‘nents being verified later. Further, the astral communicator was able cor- 
rectly to answer questions, although the conscious and absent Rosemary 
“new nothing of the contact, nor that she was being questioned. There is 
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nothing new in the exercise of such faculties, which have operated many 
times since Swedenborg startled his friends by demonstrating them. My 


object in stating them now is to show that mediumship transcends the lim- 
itations of Space. 


Among the phenomena which apparently transcend Time are 
Thought-projection and Etheric Impressions. The Rosemary Records 
show many examples of the former, received apparently from persons long 
deceased. One of the most evidential came from a spirit-communicator 
whom Nona vouched for as John Bunyan. This case is fully analysed in 
my shilling pamphlet, “A Challenge to Sceptics,” published by The Two 
Worlds Co., Manchester. Other evidential contacts have been made with 
spirit-people who lived in Elizabethan, Medieval, and even Roman times. 
Etheric Impressions, or moving pictures apparently imprinted on the at- 
mosphere or ether, are still more curious. Rosemary has seen several when 
on holiday in those remote parts of England where, as Nona explained it, 


“Nothing of more recent occurrence at that spot has happened to overlay them.” 


One was perceived in a Shropshire farmhouse, where Rosemary saw the 
dining-room—not as it is to-day, dirty and somewhat dilapidated—but in 
detail as it appeared, bright and polished, 100 years ago. Two others, full 
of evidential features, were noted in Northamptonshire, and re-enacted in- 
cidents of the Civil War, about 1643. Another reconstructed a scene 
where the Danes had occupied a rural spot in Bedfordshire; and yet an- 
other, even more remarkable, yielded a picture from a period much more 
remote. Rosemary and a friend had climbed one of the Mendips in Somer- 
set, and sat down to rest in the coarse grass on the limestone summit above 
Ebbor Gorge. Her psychic faculties, quickened by the peace and lone- 
liness of the spot, at once tapped one of those Etheric Records which Nona 
states are often present in such places, for she saw, clairvoyantly, “a num- 
ber of prehistoric men of the Stone Age, running over that very summit, 
with a loping, stooping gait, head down, and arms hanging loosely and 
straight, not swinging as running men use them to-day. They were short, 
squat men, and seemed to be running in irregular formation as though hunt- 
ing, or at war; and all were running in the same direction, away from 
Ebbor Gorge and towards Wells. They carried short-handled flint wea- 
pons and slings. Some had their black hair tied in a knot on the head. 
Their features were expressionless, with low forehead, projecting eyebrows, 
and small, unintelligent eyes. They had protruding, ape-like jaws, and a 
complexion dark brown and dirty. Their lower limbs seemed bent or 
slightly curved in shape, and they were clad in rough skins—either of bear 
or wolf—with bare knees, and feet and ankles covered half-way up the 
calves. As they ran, they gave vent to sounds which Rosemary described 
as ‘‘a low muttering of each to himself,” rather than communicated speech. 
This may have been due to excitement, for they were wholly intent upon 
the pursuit, and were not in any sense aware of Rosemary. This picture 
was followed by another of their chief, with a spear, gesticulating and in- 
citing them to fight.” 
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Anthropologists will recognise them at once as men of the Le Moustier 
or Neanderthal type who lived not less than 20,0U0 years ago (probably 
much more) and whose remains have been found in many parts ot Europe, 
including Somerset. Nor did Rosemary know that Cave-dwellers had 
once inhabited Ebbor Gorge, from which direction the men were running. 


These were facts ascertained afterwards by the friend who witnessed and 
recorded the whole episode. 


Whatever may be the nature of such Etheric Impressions, I am satis- 
fied that Rosemary does not invent them. These may have been projected 
thought-forms from a discarnate anthropologist, but that would not ex- 
plain the “low muttering”; for though science has reconstructed the phy- 
sical details of Quaternary Man, it knows nothing of his speech. On the 
other hand, if they were Etheric Records of incidents which long ago hap- 
pened at that very spot, there was still sufficient life-force in them to react 
upon the aura of an exceptionally fine sensitive. It is important to bear 
this in mind, for the picture was not static. On the contrary, there was 
both sound and movement: and in some way we do not as yet understand, 
20,000 B. C. was linked with the 20th century A. D., just as the Ver ° 
sailles of 17789 was linked with 1901 in the well-known case recorded by 


Miss Moberly and Miss Jourdain. (An Adventure. C. A. E. Moberly. 
Faber, 1934.) 


However we explain them, such incidents prove that mediumship 
transcends the limitations of Time. 


Lastly, in this connection, the abundant evidence for the existence of 
fairies and other sub-human creatures shows that Life is independent of 
the limitations of physical vibration. On the Mendip Hills, Rosemary 
also saw Elementals, or fairy beings varying from three inches to two feet 
in height. They were not all of the same shape, but they were etherial 
forms, grey or green in colouring, which “glided swiftly like a mist,” as 
she expressed it. Such testimony suggests that faculties latent in Man may 
link up with life functioning upon other planes, in addition to that familiar 
to us through ordinary spirit-ccommunication. In other words, Man may 
through mediumship transcend the limitations of physical being. We may 
theretore summarise the argument for Life Eternal in relation to the Pres 
ent, by suggesting that human faculties, which can overcome the barriers 
of Space, Time and Physical Being, are derived from a Life-principle 
which is obviously indestructible, and therefore eternal. 


_ Thirdly, there is the problem of life eternal in the Future sense. By 
his I do not mean ordinary prevision and prophecy, which I have dis- 
cussed fully in the pamphlet “A Challenge to Sceptics.” Nor am I con- 
cerned at the moment with ordinary post-mortem survival; but rather with 
possible future incarnations on Earth, and the prospect of continued exis- 
‘ence in the higher spheres, after the individual spirit has no further need 
cf human experience. The teaching of the Rosemary guides on these mat- 
ters is quite clear. We can summarise it under seven headings: 
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1. There is no spiritual retrogression. Once the evolving spirit has 
reached the human stage, it never returns to the animal. Nona’s teaching 
here is quite at variance with those debased Asiatic beliefs on reincarna- 
tion which have so misled some of the Eastern races. 

2. Nor is there any real retrogression in the development of char- 
acter. Defects once overcome are finally eliminated, and the soul is free 
of them for all time. Hence, 

3. The main purpose of Earth-incarnation is to enable us, by 
struggle, to conquer these defects which apparently can be better over- 
come when the spirit is handicapped by physical limitations, than when 
freed from them after death. 

4. We therefore return to Earth—not continuously as is sometimes 
taught—but at varying intervals of time. Such return is largely volun 
tary, though there may be instances where the evolving spirit is compelled 
to do so by its own higher guides, or in obedience to some higher law. 

5. Return may also be made voluntary by some highly developed 
spirit, in order to fulfil a special mission: but more usually to purify itself, 
in the case of lower spirits, by struggle with Earth-conditions. 

6. It is also possible for baser spirits to return to Earth for more 
selfish reasons. Moreover, if such an individual makes no effort to pro- 
gress, his soul-consciousness may gradually become weaker, and ultimately 
be lost altogether. The working of this law is suggested by the parable of 
the talents (Matthew XXV) and again in St. John, XII. 25. It is a seri- 
ous warning to the multitudes of people who merely drift through life, as 
well as to those whose lives are actively evil. For such as these, “life 
eternal” is by no means a certainty, if Nona is correct: and there may 
come a time when the “God-spark” or essential spirit in them may be with- 
drawn from the consciousness which should have developed around it; 
thus involving the final death, or extinction of what we may call the soul. 


7. But when the developed spirit is sufficiently purified to need no 
further incarnations, it will pass on to higher realms and gradually lose all 
contact with Earth, save such as it can make through spirit-intermediaries 
(mediums like Nona) or voluntarily in connection with some authorized 
mission, or a self-appointed task. 


Having thus summarised the teaching of Nona, let me briefly outline 
a forecast of one of my own future incarnations. Like Rosemary, I too 
appear to have had many past lives, discussed in the Rosemary Records, 
but unnecessary to mention here. Some of them were connected with 
missionary work of various kinds, but the forecast now quoted was given 
through Rosemarv in trance, in April, 1933: 

“In one of your future lives you will be born in the East; but not until a 
terrific physical struggle has taken place between the nations of the world, out of 
which will arise a desire for spiritual peace. That is the time when you will come 
again, along with many others, to do some high work for the world. You will come 
for one purpose alone—a certain service which you, by your peculiar training, will 
be fitted to perform. You should devote the remaining years of your present life 


to preparation for that, and we pray that God will give you strength to aid you in 
accomplishing your destiny.” 
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How far can such a forecast be accepted as accurate prophecy? Ob 
viously, not at all, since it is at present unverifiable. But it may be a lift 
ing of the veil into the future, just as Rosemary’s memories are glimpses 
of the past. Both are of interest merely in that they provide a hypothesis 
on which to base our conception of Life as a well-ordered plan, the future 
of which may be seen by our higher guides, and possibly by some larger, 
subliminal part of ourselves. We may now begin to understand the su- 
preme importance of Psychic Truth. It is not a mere hobby, nor ever a 
by-path in so-called science. It reaches into the remote Past, and the far- 
distant Future, and intensifies the Present in ways unfamiliar to normal 
belief. In Egypt, Nona says, they did not call it Spiritualism, or even Re- 
ligion, but simply The Law. : 

In a later age, the Hebrews gave that name to a different thing, but 
not until the older Law probably known as Moses and possibly derived 
from Egypt had degenerated into mere priestcraft. When that happened, 
the world lost something precious which even the work of Jesus failed to 
restore; but which may now be restored if men’s minds can be opened to 
receive it. In fact, one of the main points in Nona’s teachings is that if - 
we took the long view of life here and now it would help us to bear pres 
ent troubles more patiently, and to strive ever towards perfection in char- 
acter. Life may then be perceived as an eternal progression, in which the 
spirit of man toils and suffers, acquires self-control, and obeys the great 
Law of Service, while ever striving to reach higher levels of spiritual de- 
velopment. The nature of its ultimate destiny was expressed through 
Rosemary's hand many years ago by the highest of all the Rosemary guides, 
whom even Nona calls “The Great Guide”: 


“T do not know whether we shall ever know God, because I sometimes think 
that if ever we become so purely spirit as to come into His light, then He will 
absorb us, and we shall be God. In the pale reflection of His High Spirits’ Light, 
we can glimpse at power and beauty almost too fine to be endured. To strive after 
goodness is the beginning and end of existence.” 


Let us admit that such teaching is not new. Moreover, no finite in- 
telligence can be entirely free from the possibility of error. Nona, Yen 
San, even the Great Guide may all be mistaken: but it seems reasonable to 
suppose that the higher we go in spiritual evolution, the less likely we are 
to be mistaken, since our vision may be clearer and our faculties more de- 
veloped. In another sense, however, the truth of this teaching does not 
depend upon the credibility or wisdom of spirit-guides. Deep in our hearts 
we know instinctively that Life is indestructible. Emerson showed that 
in his essay on Immortality. The teachings of such guides, like the ecstasy 
of poets, enable us to trust the “larger hope”; but our highest selves have 
always known its truth. Therefore, we can summarise our argument as 
follows: 

If the human mind can recall the far-distant Past, demonstrate inde- 
pendence of Time and Space in the Present, and forecast the far-distant 
Puture: if it can reveal personality as an evolving growth, much deeper 
and wider in its operations than is perceived by the normal consciousness: 
above all, if it has proved itself to be indestructible; then we may postulate 
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that Life is Eternal. We are entitled to hold—as a working hypothesis— 
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that the God-spark in Man may have neither beginning nor ending. We 
cannot know its origin nor its ultimate destiny, nor even the earlier stages 
of its evolution through many forms of primitive consciousness. But we 
do know something of its immediate past, and can forecast its immediate 


future. 


Imprisoned for a short time in the physical body, the soul and 


spirit are linked with that Eternal Source of all Life and Spirit which we 
can best understand by the simple phrase “Our Father.” Religion, ethics, 
knowledge, and art are of value to us in so far as they help to strengthen 


our link with God, and enable us to rise in the scale of eternal being. 


LETTER FROM ROSEMARY’S EGYPTIAN TRANSLATOR 


* * 


Eagle’s Way, 
Ovingdean, Brighton. 
6th April, 1934. 


To THE Epiror, 
Psychic Science. 


Dear Sir, 


Doctor Wood has asked me to add some notes to his present article, for some- 
times, in translating the numerous Egyptian phrases which he has sent me, there are 
philological evidences of the period, XVIIIth Dynasty, to which it has been stated, 
and proved, that the communicator belonged in Earth-life. 

Some of those linguistic features were used until, and during, that period; 
others were introduced in that period, and continued later; these two time-restric- 
tions between them define the approximate date of the communicator’s style. 


1. 


The occasional alteration of the consonant kh (guttural h) into sh. An 
example occurs in her answers to a question which I posted to Dr. Wood 
(for we had never met). I must remind readers that the Egyptian writing 
is only in consonants, and in that form not pronounceable. My question 
was vocalised in accordance with experience gained in translating super- 
normally received, modern messages in the ancient Egyptian language. Her 
reply, in Egyptian has been published. (See Psychic Science, Oct., 1932, 
page 196.) 

The occasional use of d instead of soft g (dj), as in No. 137 (“oo-ehsteen- 
odd.” ewe-e sti ena(u)zh. “And I am putting forth salutation.”). 

In conformity with the style of her period, she uses the feminine to ex- 
press the neuter gender, whereas in writings of a later time the masculine 
was used for that purpose. 

In phrase No. 203 (see page 122 of the present article), the first word 
contains the syllable -iy- between the verb ’az- and its enclitic, pronominal 
subject k. Together, they make ’az-iy-k. There was emphasis on this -iy-, 
and its interpolation makes a passive meaning. “You are quickened (or, 
pushed on),” this being expressed in one word. After the date attributed 
to the communicator, there was a tendency for this form to give way to a 
paraphrase in which the verb, yiri, “made,” was used; and its effect on our 
translation would have been this: “You have been made to go quicker.” 
The first style is an infrequent form, and no Egyptologist could assume 
— in this case it resulted from the knowledge of the medium or stenog: 
rapher. 
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The remainder of phrase 203 is di-alatah men, “Restraint gives stability.” 


These and other instances of the ancient language coming in spoken and 
written form, both more swiftly than is possible to carnate experts, are of infinite 
value to those who are interested in this language, so long silent, and now revealed. 
Personally, I feel a reverent gratitude for the invaluable revelations which have 
come in four years’ correspondence with Doctor Wood; but for his sensitive ear and 
accurate stenography these sounds would never have reached the ears of under- 
standing mortals. But I still have the unanswered question as to why some Egypt- 


ologists, to whom examination of this matter could reveal so much, put off that ex- 
amination so long. 


In the case of drawn hieroglyphics, the normal material for Egyptologists, and 
where there can arise no argument about vocalisation, the attitude of aloofness is 
as unaccountable as it is inexcusable. I know of several instances in which savants 


impatiently have “turned down” supernormally received material on discovery of 
the slightest detail antagonistic to their own standards. 


I do desire that the following prophecy of mine should be recorded definitely: 
that the savants of to-day who ignore this matter will ultimately take their position 


in the world’s estimation alongside those who refused to look through Galileo's 
telescope. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
A. J. Howarp HuLME. 
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CASE-RECORD OF VISION OF A VANISHED 
CIVILIZATION IN THE CALIFORNIAN AREA 


Miss Edith Elden Robinson of Pico, California, under date Septem- 
ber 26th sent the Editor a fully attested account of a vision she had when 
in the company of friends on the evening of December 22nd, 1933. This 
vision, if veridical, would suggest clairvoyance in time, the subject's atten- 
tion being focused successively on two periods of bygone and submerged 
civilization, one of which—by far the more recent—bore the marks of a 
culture of surpassing excellence with a development of art and architecture 
superior to anything now existing. The second vision imaged a much older 
and more deeply buried stratum of civilized life. Its outstanding peculiarity 
was that it was a subterranean one. A vast city was presented to her view 
in mammoth tunnels extending to the seashore. The idea suggested to 
her mind was that these tunnels were constructed for safety in case of sur- 
prise by marauding bands: also that they afforded means for water-transit. 


The interest of Miss Robinson’s vision in its psychical aspect lies in 
the fact that five weeks later—in the issue of the Los Angeles “Times” 
tor the 29th January 1934 there appeared an article by Jean Bosquet en- 
titled “Did strange people live under Site of Los Angeles five thousand 
years ago?” illustrated by a map showing an elaborate system of tunnels 
aiid underground chambers plotted by a local mining engineer, W. Warren 
Shufelt, on the basis of topographical research undertaken by him with 
the aid of one of the new recording instruments now used for mineralogical 
research. It was stated that Shufelt had been led to this special branch of 
exploration through a legend furnished him by an Indian authority to the 
effect that some five thousand years ago a people known as the Lizard 
People lived in a vast network of subterranean tunnels forming what the 


Indians called the “Lizard City.” 


It is by no means preposterous to assume that these Indian traditions 
may be based upon fact, however distorted. Twenty-nine miles north of 
Mexico City the archaeologist Niven discovered remains of no less than 
three successive civilizations with strata of sand, gravel and boulders be 
tween each. These remains are now deeply sunk, but the altitude of the 
place of discovery is 1000 feet above sea-level.* These Mexican remains 
would be far older than the reputed “Lizard City”: but what is true of 
the changes in the level of the Mexican littoral may be equally the case 
of the western coast of California which is notoriously subject to violent 
terrestrial disturbances. 


*Churchward: Lost Continent of Mu. pp. 121, 122. 
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Dowsing in Germany. 


Several German societies for the investigation of dowsing that had already ex- 
isted for some time have now united in one society “Reichsverband fur das Wun- 
schelrutenwesen” (National Society for Dowsing Affairs) in general meetings that 
were held simultaneously in Berlin and Munich on August 12th, 1934. Representa- 
tives of the authorities of the state and town as well as scientists were present. In 
Munich two lectures on dowsing were held at this occasion. The first by G. Osswald, 
the second by Dr. Wetzel (by the way editor of a popular scientific, catholic journal). 
Both showed how important it was that science and the state should occupy themselves 
more with the theory and practice of dowsing. In the discussion Prof. Dr. Kraft 
(Rontgenologist of Tubingen University) pointed out how great the dangers of auto- 
suggestion and dilletanteism are in this domain. 

The Catholic Church and psychical research in Germany. 

It is a good sign for the progressing acknowledgment of psychical research by 
official science that one of the best scientific catholic journals in Germany, the “Stim- 
men der Zeit,” edited exclusively and written nearly entirely by Jesuits, in its July- 
issue 1934 brought an article on “Mediumism as a scientific problem.” It is inter- 
esting to note, that this article is written by A. Mager, O.S.B., not by a Jesuit, as nearly 
all the other contributions; from which one may perhaps gather that the Jesuit Order 
as such as yet does not want to go too far in the acknowledgment of psychics while 
on the other side it won't remain behind in dealing with these questions. The author 
gives a good survey of the development of psychical research since Justinus Kerner 
(1786-1862), though it is not quite up to date regarding the latest investigations (e. g. 
those of Dr. Osty with Rudi Schneider). The author thinks that all psychic phe- 
nomena must be attributed to some, perhaps not recognized medium, also local haunt- 
ings, where perhaps the inhabitants of a house, a village, an entire countryside must 
be regarded as possessing a kind of collective mediumship (I think this explanation is 
rather strained G. W.). Then he proceeds to characterize the different kinds of 
phenomena and to distinguish them from supernatural religious or mystical happenings. 
It is interesting to note that in this connection he admits the possibility of explaining 
the stigmatisations of Theresa Neumann of Konnersreuth as a psychic phenomenon, 
so that it would no longer be a religious miracle. In psychic states, according to the 
author, consciousness is more or less reduced or missing entirely while in mystical ex- 
periences it is, on the contrary, not excluded but elevated to a supernormal height. 
The author seems to prefer the animistic explanation in most cases, though he admits 
the possibility of discarnate spirits or “demons” manifesting, these however are excep- 
tions which he thinks can hardly be proved and investigated scientifically. The Feb- 
ruary and March issues of the same journal contain an interesting article by Anton 
E. Bergles, S. J. on “The claims of Astrology,” based entirely on the definitions and 
explanations of the most renowned German astrologe:: Freiherr von Klockler, who 
regards astrology as a science based on experience (Erfahrungswissenschaft), and in 
fact for years together with his staff of collaborators has been occupied with establish- 
ing it as such, and with testing the old medieval and ancient rules of astrology by 
comparing them experimentally with actual happenings (e. g. by investigating whether 
‘n cases of accidental death (accidents by train, motor-car, shooting etc.) Mars 
in a number of cases surpassing probabilities to a great extent is in or detrimentally 
connected with the 8th “house,” the “house of death” as must be surmised according 
‘0 these old rules.) The author concludes that astrology can not be regarded merely 
°S superstition or sport, that it can not be rejected without serious scientific inves- 
tigation though as yet it is in a pre-scientific state of development and not yet 
ctablished as scientific hypothesis. 
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The September-issue 1932 of the “Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie” contains the 
following principal articles: 

Dr. C. Bruck “Two new sittings with the medium “Wolf” in Prague-Branik on 
June 2nd and 3rd 1932.” The author, a well-known investigator of experimental 
telepathy, is regarded as being very critical. In the first sitting the author controlled 
the left hand of the medium, a female “auxiliary medium” his right hand. Several 
objects appeared on the table which had not been there before. The medium was 
in trance, beginning with convulsions, an acceleration of his breath was not noticeable. 
While the author and Dr. Simsa controlled him he fell to the ground in a catalepsy, 
on regaining consciousness he opened his haad and held a little chicken of porcelain 
in it, though it had not been there before when Dr. Bruck held it. In the second 
sitting Dr. Bruck thought of an apport of hoops he experienced with the German 
medium Mrs. Rudloff and hoped to experience something similar, trying to influence 
the medium telepathically. In fact a wire-beater for whipping cream which had been 
in the kitchen (an apport?) was pushed between the interlaced fingers of the author 
and the medium—already in the first sitting some smaller objects apported on the 
table having been pushed into the author’s hand. Already before the sitting the author 
had described the apport of hoops he had witnessed with Mrs. Rudloff, trying to 
suggest the medium and arouse his imitative instinct. The sittings took place in utter 
darkness, no luminous bands, the only control being the hand-“chain”.— 

Countess Wassilko-Serecki (Secretary of the Austrian S.P.R.) “Some experi- 
ments with Mrs. Sabine De-Costa’ (cp. also the transactions of the Congress for 
psychical research at Athens 1930). The experiments were conducted in the own 
flat of the countess: psychometry, or psycho-graphology, with excellent description of 
the personalities of persons whose handwriting the medium held in her hands, though 
partly invisible in an envelope.— 

H. Hanig “Three cases of clairvoyance out of the mediumship of Mrs. Maria 
Hessel (Leipzig)”. In the first case the medium properly described the fate of a 
stolen motor-car, which was then recovered by its owner. In the second case the 
medium properly said that a lost document would be found in a corner-room. In 
the third case she properly described the place and situation of the corpse of a child 
which had fallen into a flooded river and was carried away by the high-water. The 
body was indeed found in the described place, surroundings and condition. — 

Geh. Rat. Prof. A. Ludwig “Tele-action of the dying” :Her son hearing church- 
bells ringing (though none were being rung or heard by others) about the time of her 
death, and her daughters being alarmed by three raps on the window on the day be- 
fore her death, so that they could hasten home and see her once more.—In another 
case the frame of a picture above the father’s bed (who was not sleeping there at the 


time and not ill) gave crashing sounds without breaking three weeks before he un- 
expectedly died.— 


Dr. E. Mannheimer “The modern conception of the universe and its significance 
for psychical research.” 

“Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie”’, October 1932. 
Dr. E. Mattiesen “On the exteriorisation of the ego as an argument for spiritual- 
ism.”” (Cp. this Journal, February 1932, p. 92; April 1932, p. 177; August 1932 
p. 328; February 1933. p. 58; April 1933, p. 125) Partly a controversy against Dr. 
Osty’s views (cp. Revue Metapsychique, May/June 1930) who tries to explain away 
the phenomenon of exteriorisation by regarding it (the same as does Dr. P. Sollier 
in his book “Les phenomenes d’autoscopie”) as a bodily anaesthesia causing a sensa- 
tion of being no longer in one’s body, which may even cause a hallucination of one’s 
own body, perhaps combined with a clairvoyant vision of its surroundings. The 
author does not deny that some cases may perhaps be explained in this way, but there 
are others which demand another explanation: that of exteriorisation.  ] 
some more cases where this seems to be the case. (One of them is taken from this 
Journal, 1908, p. 515) e.g. the Norwegian medium Mrs. Ingeborg Kober describes 
two cases in which she saw herself, before awakening from trance, sitting in a chair 


He quotes 
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and feeling herself slipping into her body again, which was a very uncanny feeling. 
(Described in detail in her father’s (Judge Dahl's) book “We are here”. Cp. this 
Journal, September 1932, p. 362). In another case a Prof. B. (case 56) had tried 
some Yoga-practices which were thought to bring about an exteriorisation. He went 
to sleep but woke up again after a short time finding himself floating above his bed 
and seeing his body lie there like a corpse. Many details are given, e.g. a little black 
spot on one of his teeth, and a book lying on the floor beside the bed with one of its 
leaves folded together. He was frightened and willed that he was returning into his 
body, which he did with a great effort. First he thought it was a dream, but then he 
found the book exactly where he had seen it, though he could not have seen it from 
his normal place in bed. Besides all the details of his body were conformable to 
reality, even the spot on the tooth, for which he couldn’t account. On looking into a 
mirror he found it was a little poppy-seed from a cake he had eaten before going to 
bed. The author thinks it is much less forced to explain this by exteriorisation than 
Dr. Osty does. The same applies to most of his other cases.— : 
Hedda Wagner “Two prophecies that came true”, both communicated by the 
author's mother. In the first case when still a young girl she passed some gipsies with 
a girl-friend, who was so much annoyed at a gipsy-woman wanting to tell their for- 
tune, so that she shouted at her. This made the gipsy-woman furious and she told 
her she would get a sore knee in two years and die from it. Indeed the girl got 
tuberculosis of the knee-joint in two years and died of it two years iater. In the 
second case a cousin of the author’s mother used to tell fortunes with cards for fun. 
In one case a mutual friend came a few weeks before her wedding. The cousin told 
the author’s mother she had not felt able to tell her what she found in the cards: the 
bride would fall very ill and not be able to marry until about two years had passed, 
and then she would have to walk to the altar with two sticks. Only about a year 
later her husband would die. All came true exactly as predicted.— 


“Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie”’, November 1932. 

Prof. C. Blacher “Studies in apport-phenomena’”. To be concluded. I will re- 
view the whole when it has been published. 

Dr. Gerda Walther “Recent investigations of telepathy: I Experimental telepa- 
thy.” (Principally a review of Upton Sinclair’s “Mental Radio” and Bulletin XVI 
of the Boston §.P.R.). 

A. Usthal “Beyond our five senses”. Some case-records: the author’s child hav- 
ing the same dream as her mother (telepathy) : his other daughter seeing in a dream a 
man coming into her flat after violently ringing the bell, bringing her a letter with 
a black lining announcing the death of a friend’s father. Her friend had indeed gone 
home to another town to look after his father who had fallen ill. The father died 
the same night and on his return the friend showed her a picture of his father in 
which she recognised the man of her dream, though she had never seen him. Another 
daughter of the author while spending a holiday in a sea-side resort one night awoke 
to find a white phantom in front of her bed. Though very much frightened she got 


up _ approached it, after which it slowly withdrew towards the window and van- 
ished.— 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A HYPNOTIST’S CASE BOOK 
By ALEx. ERSKINE 
Rider & Co. 2/6 net. 


The author of this book died in March of this year at the age of 77, as the re- 
sult of a bad accident. He will be greatly missed, although he did his best to spread 
the knowledge of his methods, especially among qualified medical men, and thus to 
make the mental science which he applied so successfully widely available for the 
cure of human ills. A reader of this book will be inclined to doubt whether the prac- 
tice of his methods would inevitable lead to similar results; his personal faculty may 
have been an endowment not altogether transferable. 

This small book is a record of wonders told with the modesty which is character- 
istic of the true healer whose enthusiasm for his work leaves no room for self lauda- 
tion. Alex Erskine had intended to enter the ministry of the Church of England, 
but when he discovered his power as a hypnotist, which surprised him as much as 
those he cured, he realised that it was to this work that he was called. He believed 
that the cures were effected by calling forth the latent power in the soul of his patient, 
so that it could cure itself. Like Dr. Milne Bramwell and other distinguished hypno- 
tists he would not undertake a case except with the consent of the patient; he con- 
sidered it impossible to ever ride a Will in opposition. He was conscious of definite 
limitations. He wrote, “The public little realise how limited are the powers of the 
hypnosis practitioner... . What you cannot do is to upset a man’s moral outlook 
by making him less moral than he is. On the other hand you can make him more 
moral. You cannot destroy love in a man or woman, but you can entirely eradicate 
mere passion.” (pp 29, 39.) 

Another limitation was that he could not deal with organic disease; but the list 
of functional diseases which he undertock and cured is a long one. Among these 
was a remarkable case of a woman, Gertie Yates, who was born blind. She had 
been turned away from several hospitals as incurable. Mr. Erskine, after long thought, 
undertook to attempt a cure. In the hypnotic trance she told him that she could 
see. “I don’t think I shall ever forget those moments of her waking,” he writes, “for 
a moment she sat still. Then she turned round in her chair, as though looking round 
the room.... ‘Is that you?’ she asked. Then pointing to my face, ‘Is that a face?’.... 
‘Let me touch it’. I did. Then she touched her own, feeling it all over, just as she 
had mine. “Oh yes, so it is’, she said, ‘It is like mine’.... At last she was as other 
young girls . . . her time of darkness was passed. When the full knowledge came to 
her, she ceased talking and burst into a torrent of tears. ... Miss Yates’ eye, so far 
as the exquisite machinery of it was concerned, was intact. The retina was there; 
the optic nerve was there. All that was lacking was the will to cause these two to 
act in concert. ... I restored her subconscious mind to its proper sphere in life. . . . 
A perfect cure was the natural and logical result’ (p. 68-71). 

The author was not a spiritualist; although he was interested in the subject, 
and recognised that it was related in some way to his own experiences; in what way 
he could not say. He was quite sure that a medium’s trance and the ensuing “spirit 
control” differed definitely from a hypnotic trance and the kind of control which he 
exercised. He relates in this book, however, an extraordinary case in which spirit 

control seems to have occurred during a hypnotic trance. His subject was a boy 
called Mardell; finding that he was able to send this boy to a distance and that he 
could report correctly what occurred there, he conceived the idea that he would send 
him into the other life. “Go where the spirits are and tell me all you see,” he said. 
The result was curious: the boy seemed to be disputing with someone who objected to 
his presence. “At length, for his sake,” writes Mr. Erskine, “I thought it advisable 
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to call him back, but for once I had the greatest difficulty.... Then he said ‘He has 
a message for you. He says: “Tell the man that if he sends people into this sphere 
that he knows nothing about and they realize that they are not in the body, it is quite 
possible that they will not return.” The boy stopped, and then, after a moment, he 
went on: ‘He says, Warm him three times.’ Those were the last words he spoke to 
me in that trance. I let him sleep for a time to recover his calm and then woke him 
up. He was none the worse for his adventure and he remembered nothing of what 
had happened.” (P. 107-109) 

These incidents will suffice to show that this book is one of considerable interest 
and deserves careful consideration. It will interest American readers to know that 
he went to the States to qualify himself for his work, for at that time hypnotism was 
not recognized by the medical profession in England as an orthodox branch of mental 
science; it was so recognized in the States which was a pioneer in this. The example 
has now been followed in Great Britain. 

HeELeN DALLAS. 
“DEATH’S DOOR AJAR” 
By J. V. H.* 
: This book deserves more than ordinary attention. 
, ‘“H”, the writer describes himself as a reporter, “the man holding the pen”, a 
, very busy man, who after days of exacting work comes to his desk to select, from the 
records of fifteen years of psychic research, some passages and incidents which will 


; indicate to readers the nature of the remarkable experiences which have proved to be 
3 to him and to his friends “J” and “V” of such inestimable value. 
c “H” is no dreamer, he is a practical level headed man whose statements bear the 
; hall-mark of sincerity and personal conviction. 
e The experiences recorded occurred in a circle in a private house where a few 
friends met to experiment evening after evening, at first with no serious intention.. 
t One of this small group, Victor James, held aloof, not only with aversion but con- 
e tempt, from what he regarded as folly. He had been a friend of Bradlaugh and a 
d platform speaker for secularism; he objected, therefore, to anything akin to spiritual- 
t, ism. His wife, however, was endowed with psychic faculties, and a remarkable pre- 
ld diction which was made by her in trance, arrested his attention, and he agreed that 
or if it was fulfillea he would form a circle to investigate. The fulfilment occurred in 
Ye] due course and the circle was formed. His purpose was solely to ascertain the answer 
to two questions— 
ne 1. Does man survive bodily death? and if so, 
er 2. Is communication possible? Both these questions, as Mr. De Brath points out in 
to his fore-word, were for him fully answered by the experiences related in this book; 
‘ar with the result that a prejudiced sceptic became a convinced witness to Spiritual 
re; realities. His previous antagonism, as one can readily recognise, has increased the 
to value of his testimony; for the pre-judgments were those of an entirely honest mind 
aa who desired truth and was willing to face facts squarely. 

This group of friends were seeking to discover the truth; they had no ulterior 
ct, motive whatever; their experiences were carefully noted and studied not with a view 
ay to publication. Notoriety was by no means desired; in fact pseudonyms are substi- 
irit tuted for the names of the investigators, whose bona fide is emphatically attested by 
he the Editor of the book, Dr. Ellis, a professional man known personally to Sir Arthur 
irit Conan Doyle and to Mr. De Brath. Even apart from this guarantee, no one with 
boy any perception of quality could read this record and doubt the entire sincerity of the 
he persons concerned. 
end The progress of the investigators was slow. For some time the usual kind of 
aid. physical manifestation occurred, together with the clairvoyance of Mrs. James, who 
1 to was “ controlled”. Gradually the power increased until at last the Direct Voice was 
able obtained. The first word that thus came “out of the void” was the word “Peace”. 


Then no direct voice was heard for several weeks, at the end of that period a voice 
spoke again— 


*London, Rider & Co. 5s. 
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“You are no longer students in the outer courts, you have passed into the Hall of 
learning. Your capacity for intuition will be increased and your faculty for inner 
perception will be largely developed and I shall often speak to you as I am speaking 
now. Take down my words and study them.” 

“From that day” writes “H”, “the character of our sittings changed. We were 
still the rendez-vous of many friends . . . with them we were grave or gay as occasion 
demanded, were informed about life “over there”, or helped any perplexed newly ar- 
rived spirit who needed us. Phenomena were not discontinued, in fact they increased. 
But the whole tone of the proceedings seemed on a higher plane, and scarcely a sitting 
passed without a direct voice talk from an entity more highly developed than our 
ordinary spirit friends” (p. 93). 

We are told that the voices ranged from that of an orator of unusual power 
to the gruff homely wisdom of their circle’s usual director, and that they were spoken 
in various tongues, in the language of the Pharaohs, in a dialect of India, and in High 
Dutch; the two former being translated also in the direct voice. Usually a bright 
light came to rest over the centre of the table and remained there whilst the voice 
was speaking, but the voice came from various directions—sometimes outside the 
circle. 

It is not possible in the compass of a short review to give an adequate notion of 
the character of the teaching given in this circle. Under the heading “Conditions 
of Life in the Beyond” we are told that those who had recently passed over at first 
took pleasure in associating themselves still with the amateur “Choir” of which they 
had been members before their deaths and even said, “It is hard to realise that we're 
not at one of the old Choir nights, so many of the boys are here.” The writer “H” 
adds that as the spirit grows “We find that their occupations . . . become less and less 
like those we know on earth . . . but though they may out-grow their interest in 
social chit-chat . . . their interest in beauty never dies... . Of music they never tire... 
music is the very voice of the spirit and goes on for ever.” (p. 147. 150.) 


Some of the special subjects dealt with in this volume are “Proofs of Identity”, 
“Predictions”, “Suicide”, “Reincarnation”, ““Children”’. 


We are told that the truth of the inwardness of religion has been stressed a 
hundred times by these speakers from Beyond. One wise counsel may be quoted, 
“While it is good for any man to exchange ideas with those on the same Path as 
himself, especially with those who are further along that Path than he is, it is not 
wise to take direction from them or follow without discrimination.” Thus were the 
investigators urged not to become subservient. A danger to which many are liable 
to succumb when they contact strong personalities either in normal life or in ex- 
periences such as these. 

Another directing spirit says, “I charge you not to be content with lighting a 
taper at the torch of another. Within you flickers a tiny flame. Fan it with care 
and it will grow in light.” 

There is a religious and elevated tone throughout the book, although the writer 
does not advise opening sittings with prayer. His reason seems to be that he thinks 
to do so produces an unnatural mental attitude. With this advice and the reason on 
which it seems to be based, the present reviewer entirely disagrees as many experienced 
investigators also do. The writer realises the great importance of the subject of life 
here and points out that to study the facts of Psychical Research is of small value 
unless the study is applied to personal conduct and life. 


H. A. DALtas. 
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A SCIENCE EDITOR STATES HIS ATTITUDE 
By J. J. 
(Reprinted from the ‘Psychic News’ of Sept. 1st, 1934.) 


A FREE HAND 


As a scientist I cannot do otherwise than make experiments, record observations, 
classify and correlate them, and by use of logical processes use these results to form- 
ulate other experiments. I hold myself entirely free to use the spiritistic hypothesis 
or any other hypothesis in studying results and planning experiments. 

I have not rejected the spiritistic hypothesis as I find it very useful in its many 
possible forms and modifications. One who has not thought deeply on the subject 
would be surprised to discover how many spiritistic hypotheses can be constructed and 
how many hypotheses can be built around the purely materialistic conceptions. The 
two groups merge to form part of a more general series. 


OUR VIEW OF SCIENCE 


Many Spiritualists seem to think that the scientists are a group of materialistic 
individuals who are intellectually dishonest or are inadequately supplied with faculties 
for grasping the “higher philosophy” which the Spiritualists feel they have revealed 
on a basis of proven truths. 

I find most of these Spiritualists’ viewpoints highly anthropomorphic and their 
“higher philosophy” and “enlarged vision” not extending beyond the horizons that 
marked the limits of imagination when the mysteries of Osiris were the fashionable 
seances on the banks of the Nile. 

If the Spiritualists would stop appropriating such terms as vibration, electron, 
ether, ectoplasm, fourth dimension, from the vocabulary of science, and giving these 
terms a wide variety of meanings—none of them in harmony with the definitions 
which scientists accept for them—they would reduce one cause of conflict between 
Spiritualism and psychic research or science. 

And, further, if the Spiritualists would have themselves informed of the progress 
in science, they would find that the most advanced school of thought among the 
scientists is playing with a mathematical picture of the universe which gives a radically 
new conception of matter. When they explore the atom they find it endowed with 
something akin to or superior to intelligence as we know it, even in the ultimate par- 
ticles such as negatrons, which they visualise as nothing more than static crystallisa- 
tions of energy. 

Some of the feats which the mathematicians and physicists perform with nega- 
trons, neutrons, positrons, protons and photons, in their equations and their experi- 
ments, make the most extravagant claims of the Spiritualists seem like the unimagina- 
tive pronouncements of the Victorian materialists. 


“UTTERLY INADEQUATE” 


I tag along with the scientists and I try to bring to problems in which I am in- 
terested the latest developments in all fields. As a result, when I shift to the psy- 
chics after a session with the atomic physicists, I feel that the most mystical of the 
modifications of the spiritistic hypothesis so utterly inadequate for plumbing the 

' possibilities of the hyperrealms of vitalism that I am dismayed by the mediocrity of 
1S conceptions, its narrow limitations and its lack of creative imagination. 

The supernormal manifestations of psychic phenomena, I find no more mysterious 

aod awe inspiring than the relativity equations for the transformation of matter and 
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energy, than the syncopated symphonies I find in the electrical oscillations in a tuned 
electrical circuit, than the serried harmonies of the periodic table of the chemical ele- 
ments, than the materialisation of a chicken from an egg, than the way in which my 
body carries on the operations of keeping me alive through a vast complex series of 
biological mysteries the nature of which I can hardly glimpse, let alone understand, 
or the way in which planets and electrons move in their solar and atomic orbits. 


INTANGIBLE AGENCIES 


I find everything in Nature interrelated by and through subtle agencies of an 
intangibility that quite eludes the present capabilities of the thinking machine which 
Nature has developed to a still quite limited extent in the human body. 

I find nothing isolated, nothing lacking in intimate relationships with everything 
else—not even the so-called supernormal phenomena. 

So, when anyone asks me, after a talk on psychical phenomena, “Are you con- 
vinced?” I wonder why such an attitude is exhibited in connection with this depart- 
ment of inquiry into Nature’s processes and no one ever thinks of asking it after a 
discussion on imaginary numbers, the endocrine glands, catalytic action or the quantum 
theory. 

The question, however, is a valuable indication of the attitude of the average run 
of Spiritualists toward that particular phase of Nature in which they have a maximum 
interest. The most egotistic of them views psychic phenomena as something made 
available to the chosen few for the purpose of confirming themselves and their asso- 
ciates in their accepted beliefs. 

To the scientist, supernormal phenomena offer an opportunity for an impersonal 
study of manifestations of Nature in order that the underlying laws may be discovered 
and control of the processes secured, so that all the laws and forces involved may be 
directed into channels of usefulness which will expand the sphere of life for every 
individual, open up new realms of consciousness and enlarged physical powers and 
make possible, perhaps, a new order of civilization in which we will be likely to hold 
vastly different ideas of what we now refer to as “the spirit world,” and our own 
social and economic relationships on this globular speck of adulterated silica we call 
the earth. 

Our psychics would be fulfilling a far more useful mission on earth if they would 
absorb an iota of the social consciousness and social responsibility which is so char- 
acteristic a fundamental of the work of science, and would grasp the idea that the 
universe of truth is so large that it can present many phases, none of them inconsistent 
but only seemingly so because we do not see the complete picture. 

Perhaps it is a little clearer now why a person who prefers the scientific attitude 
will be impersonal and not feel that Nature has staged the cosmic panorama for the 
specific purpose of permitting him to arrive at convictions concerning it, and why he 
would prefer to reserve conclusion until the performance is concluded. 
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